
HAVE  SOMETHING DONE = Causative Have 

· When a professional person, e.g. a mechanic, a plumber, etc. does some work for us, we can 

use have something done. Maybe we pay, or ask, or persuade the other person to do it. 

Compare the following examples: 

- I cleaned my house. (This means I cleaned it myself) 

- If I paid someone to clean it, of course I can say: A cleaner cleaned my house. 

- But, another way is to use a causative construction (Have something done), so I can 

also say: I had my house cleaned. 

In a sense, using a causative verb is similar to using a passive. The important thing is that the 

house is now clean. We don't focus on who performs the action because that information isn’t 

important, so we don’t indicate it because it’s easily understood. We emphasize “the thing” 

and “the action”. 

Have can be use in any tense. Done means that you need to use the past participle of the 

action. You can use this structure in the positive, negative and question form.  

 

 

· We can use get in informal use with the same meaning. It is also more frequent than Have in 

imperatives.  

- I’m getting my car serviced tomorrow. (This is more informal than “… having my car…”) 

- Get the air conditioning repaired at once! (Imperative) 

 

· We also use Have/Get something done for unpleasant happenings and also used to refer to 

events which happened to someone, but were outside their control. 

- After being late for work every day for two weeks, Billy had his pay reduced. 

- Tim got his arm broken playing rugby.  

- I stood so close to the fire that I got my legs burnt. 

- She had her mobile phone stolen.  



Practice 
 

1. Rewrite these sentences using have or get. 

1- The mechanic changed the oil in my car.       _________________________ 

2- The hairdresser cut my hair in a completely different style. ____________________ 

3- When is the decorator going to repaint your house? _________________________ 

4- A friend of mine, who ś an electrician, is going to repair my DVD player next week. 

_________________________ 

5- My jacket is being cleaned at a specialist cleaner ś.   _________________________ 

6- The town hall has just been rebuilt for the council.  _________________________ 

7- Yesterday someone broke into my house.    _________________________ 

8- The dentist should take out my tooth.    _________________________ 

 

 

 


